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Abstract — This paper examines the role and responsibilities of the National
Committee of the Coastal Zone in sustainable coastal zone development. It highlights
the approach required to balance economic development with environmental
preservation and community well-being in coastal regions. The key responsibilities of
the committee include policy development and implementation, regulatory oversight,
research and data analysis, stakeholder engagement, education and awareness
campaigns, disaster management and climate adaptation strategies, and funding and
resource allocation. Through a comprehensive review of these roles, the paper
emphasizes the importance of integrated management and collaborative efforts in
achieving sustainable coastal zone development.
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1. INTRODUCTION

Coastal zones, characterized by their unique ecological and socio-economic attributes,
are increasingly subjected to intense pressures from urbanization, industrialization, and
climate change. The imperative to balance developmental aspirations with environmental
stewardship necessitates a robust framework for coastal zone management. This paper
delves into the pivotal role played by the National Committee of the Coastal Zone in
orchestrating sustainable development strategies within these sensitive areas [1].

The committee's mandate encompasses a broad spectrum of responsibilities, from
formulating and implementing comprehensive policies that reconcile economic growth with
ecological integrity, to ensuring adherence to regulatory frameworks designed to safeguard
coastal ecosystems. A significant aspect of its function involves extensive research and
meticulous data analysis to understand and mitigate the multifaceted challenges facing
coastal zones, including biodiversity loss, pollution, and the impacts of global climate
phenomena [2].

Moreover, the committee is entrusted with fostering synergistic relationships among a
diverse array of stakeholders, ranging from local communities and private sector entities to
environmental organizations and government bodies. Such inclusive engagement is crucial
for cultivating a shared vision and collective action towards sustainable coastal
development. The committee also plays a crucial role in educating and raising awareness
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among the public about the critical importance of conserving coastal ecosystems and
promoting sustainable practices [3].

Additionally, in an era marked by escalating climatic uncertainties, the committee's
responsibilities extend to spearheading disaster management initiatives and formulating
adaptive strategies to contend with climate-induced challenges like sea-level rise and
extreme weather events. This involves not only reactive measures in response to disasters
but also proactive planning to enhance the resilience of coastal communities and
ecosystems.

Finally, the committee is tasked with the judicious allocation of resources and
securing of funding necessary for the execution of coastal conservation and development
projects. This involves navigating the complex interplay of economic, social, and
environmental considerations to ensure that investments yield sustainable outcomes.

In essence, the role of the National Committee of the Coastal Zone is central to
steering coastal zones towards a trajectory of sustainable development. This paper provides
an in-depth exploration of the committee's multiple roles and responsibilities, offering
insights into the strategies and approaches employed to achieve the delicate balance
between development and conservation in these vital areas [4].

2. ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE NATIONAL COMMITTEE OF THE
COASTAL ZONE

The Committee engages in the genesis of comprehensive policies, establishing normative
frameworks that incorporate environmental, economic, and social dimensions of coastal zone
management.

At present, the National Committee of the Coastal Zone (CNZC), established by the
Emergency Ordinance No. 202/2002 on Coastal Zone Management, approved with amendments
by Law No. 280/2003, operates within the central public authority for environmental protection
and water management (Ministry of Environment, Water and Forests) with the following tasks:

- Approval of integrated coastal zone management plans and local and zonal urban
development plans;

- Approving impact studies for activities with a significant impact to be carried out in the
coastal zone, as well as environmental assessments of existing works;

- Approval of projects for the creation of parks and nature reserves in the sea/coastal zone.

According to Article 68 of Law 202/2002 on Coastal Zone Management, approved with
amendments by Law 280/2003, the CNZC is composed of more than 40 representatives of
central, local, and regional authorities, institutions, stakeholders, and non-governmental
organisations.

In compliance with Article 10 of the Regulation on the organization and functioning of the
National Committee of the Coastal Zone, approved by GD 1015/26.06.2004, the CNZC
currently has a Permanent Technical Secretariat (STP-CNZC) provided by the central public
authority for environmental protection and water management [5].

The STP-CNZC is responsible for providing the CNZC with the necessary documents for
decision-making. The employee is responsible for preparing and organizing working meetings,
public debates, and other initiatives initiated by the CNZC. They must also prepare
correspondence related to the day-to-day work of the CNZC, following the decisions taken by
the CNZC and forwarded by the President. Additionally, they are responsible for responding to
queries and requests from interested parties on any matter within the ZKC's jurisdiction, except
for those on which the ZKC has not yet made a decision [6].
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Additionally, they must prepare the draft annual work programme for the activities of the
CNZC and submit it for approval.

It oversees the intricate dynamics of policy implementation, ensuring that theoretical
constructs are effectively translated into pragmatic interventions within the coastal milieu.

The Committee serves as a steward of legal compliance, enforcing a diverse array of
environmental legislations and regulatory mandates pertinent to coastal zones. This involves
vigilant surveillance of compliance parameters, coupled with the adaptability to amend, and
enhance regulatory mechanisms in response to evolving ecological and socio-economic
landscapes.

The Committee spearheads and endorses scholarly research, delving into the complexities
of coastal ecosystems, biodiversity, and anthropogenic impacts.

It is responsible for the analytical synthesis of empirical data, employing these insights to
inform and refine policy and management strategies.

Emphasizing a model of participatory governance, the Committee actively involves local
communities, integrating their indigenous knowledge and perspectives into the decision-making
process [7].

It facilitates intersectoral collaborations and acts as a mediator in reconciling divergent
interests among stakeholders, ensuring a cohesive approach towards sustainable coastal
management.

The Committee undertakes initiatives to raise public consciousness about coastal
environmental issues, disseminating information and fostering societal awareness.

It develops and implements educational programs targeted towards diverse groups, aiming
to cultivate a deeper understanding and appreciation of coastal ecosystems and their
conservation [8].

In summary, the National Committee of the Coastal Zone embodies a multi-dimensional
role that intertwines policy development, legal enforcement, empirical research, stakeholder
collaboration, and educational outreach [9]. These roles coalesce to form a comprehensive
approach towards achieving sustainable management and conservation of coastal zones,
reflecting a nuanced understanding of the intricate interplay between ecological integrity,
societal welfare, and economic viability.

3. CHALLENGES IN COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT FOR CNZC

Coastal zones are increasingly besieged by anthropogenic stressors, including
pollution, habitat destruction, and over-exploitation of resources.

The inexorable expansion of urban areas into coastal regions exacerbates these
pressures, leading to land-use conflicts and environmental degradation. Urbanization often
results in the fragmentation of coastal ecosystems, adversely affecting biodiversity and
ecological resilience [10].

Coastal zones are increasingly subjected to anthropogenic disturbances, characterized
by the introduction of pollutants, habitat degradation, and the overexploitation of marine
and terrestrial resources. These activities often lead to significant degradation of vital
coastal ecosystems, such as mangroves, coral reefs, and wetlands, undermining their
ecological integrity and functional capacity [11]. The resultant loss of biodiversity is a
critical concern, as it diminishes the ecological resilience of these habitats and their ability
to provide essential ecosystem services.

The spatial expansion of urban areas into coastal regions represents a significant
transformation of the landscape, often leading to land-use conflicts and heightened
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environmental pressures. Urbanization involves extensive infrastructure development,
which frequently entails the alteration or destruction of natural habitats, further contributing
to ecosystem fragmentation and the loss of biodiversity.

The increased population density associated with urban areas typically results in
escalated consumption of natural resources, exacerbating the strain on already vulnerable
coastal ecosystems. The cumulative impact of environmental pressures coupled with
urbanization necessitates a comprehensive assessment approach, recognizing the
interconnectedness of these challenges.

Addressing these intertwined issues requires a holistic and integrated management
approach, acknowledging the complex interplay between terrestrial and marine
environments in coastal zones. There is a pressing need for sustainable urban planning
practices that harmonize developmental objectives with the conservation of coastal
ecosystems, ensuring the long-term viability of these critical areas [12].

In essence, the intersection of environmental pressures and urbanization in coastal
zones represents a challenge, demanding nuanced understanding and innovative approaches
to ensure sustainable coexistence of human activities with the natural environment.

A principal challenge lies in navigating the dichotomy between the economic
development imperative and the need for environmental stewardship. Conflicts arise from
competing demands for limited coastal resources, such as land, water, and marine
biodiversity. Ensuring sustainable livelihoods for local communities while managing
economic pressures from industries like tourism, fishing, and shipping poses significant
challenges [13].

One of the most pressing challenges is the impact of climate change, notably sea-level
rise, leading to coastal erosion and loss of land. The escalation of extreme weather events,
such as hurricanes and storm surges, threatens coastal infrastructure, ecosystems, and
communities. Developing adaptive strategies to contend with these impacts, enhancing the
resilience of coastal systems and communities, is a complex and ongoing challenge.

In summary, coastal zone management faces a confluence of challenges, stemming
from environmental pressures exacerbated by urbanization, the intricate balance required
between economic development and conservation, and the profound and escalating impacts
of climate change. Addressing these challenges necessitates an approach, integrating
scientific knowledge, policy innovation, and collaborative governance, all aimed at
fostering sustainable and resilient coastal systems [14].

Therefore, the role of the National Committee of the Coastal Zone is essential in
addressing the complex challenges of coastal management. Its task involves making
informed decisions that consider both the health of our coastal environments and the well-
being of communities dependent on them. This careful stewardship is key to ensuring the
sustainable future of our coastal zones.

4. CONCLUSIONS

The analysis of the roles and responsibilities of the National Committee of the Coastal
Zone highlights the complexity and importance of sustainable management of coastal
zones. In conclusion, while the committee plays an essential role in harmonizing
developmental activities with environmental conservation, there are areas where further
improvements could be made, especially in the legal and regulatory frameworks.
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The committee's integrated management approach has been effective in balancing
diverse interests. However, challenges remain in achieving a fully cohesive strategy that
aligns local, regional, and national policies [15], [16].

While stakeholder engagement has improved, there is a need for more inclusive and
continuous dialogue to ensure that the concerns of all parties, especially marginalized
communities, are addressed.

The committee's efforts in climate change adaptation and disaster management are
commendable, but ongoing monitoring and updating of strategies are necessary to keep
pace with the evolving nature of climate risks.

Effective resource allocation remains a challenge, highlighting the need for more
transparent and accountable funding mechanisms.

Legal proposals for improvement:

e Strengthening legal frameworks to enforce environmental regulations more
effectively. This may include stricter penalties for non-compliance and enhanced
monitoring mechanisms.

e Enacting comprehensive ICZM legislation that provides a clear, legal basis for all
aspects of coastal zone management, ensuring consistency across various
governmental levels and departments.

e Legal mandates to involve local communities in decision-making processes,
ensuring their needs and knowledge are integral to policy development.

o Implementing specific legislation that addresses climate change impacts on coastal
zones, focusing on adaptation strategies and resilience building.

¢ Introducing legal provisions for sustainable funding models, including incentives for
private sector investment in sustainable coastal development.

e Regular review and updating of laws and policies to reflect the latest scientific
knowledge and socio-economic changes.

In summary, while the National Committee of the Coastal Zone plays an essential role
in sustainable coastal management, legal and policy enhancements are essential for more
effective governance. These improvements should aim to establish stronger legal
frameworks, ensure active community participation, address the urgent challenges posed by
climate change, and secure sustainable financing for coastal conservation and development.

5. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

The work has been conducted as part of the project “Improving the capacity of the
central public authority in the field of marine environment protection in terms of
monitoring, evaluation, planning, implementation, and reporting of the requirements
established in the Marine Strategy Framework Directive and for the integrated management
of the coastal zone”, SIPOCA 608/MySMIS 127598.

6. REFERENCES

[1] Brasoveanu F. (2023a), The Impact of Regional Development on the Environment,
Ovidius University Annals, Economic Sciences Series, vol. 23(1), pp. 42-49

[2] Brasoveanu F. (2023b), The Role of Legislation and Legal Institutions in Promoting
Sustainable Development at the Regional Level, Ovidius University Annals, Economic
Sciences Series, 23(1), 50-57



» SCIendO?Z Ovidius University Annals Series: Civil Engineering, Year 25, 2023

[3] Richards G., Phillips R.O. (2021), Integrated Coastal Zone Management: Principles
and Practices. Cambridge University Press

[4] Bennett F., Thomas J. (2018), Sustainable Development and Coastal Zone
Management: A Global Perspective. Routledge

[5] Brasoveanu F., Golumbeanu M. (2016), Legal and Institutional Frameworks for
Integrated Coastal Zone Management (ICZM) in the Black Sea Region, Journal of
Environmental Protection and Ecology, vol. 17(1), 366

[6] Brasoveanu F. (2015), Considerations Regarding the Legal Protection and Preservation
of the Marine Environment, Annals Constantin Brancusi U. Targu Jiu Juridical Sci. Series,
Nr. 4, pp. 17-22

[7] Stan M.I. (2013), European and International Legal Regulation of Environmental
Impact Assessment in the coastal area of Romania, Curentul Juridic, vol. 53(2), pp. 111-
118

[8] Stan M.I. (2013), The legal regulation on Marine Strategy. Case study: The Black Sea
region, Curentul Juridic, vol. 54(3), pp. 100-109

[9] Stan M.IL., Aivaz K.A., Vintila D.F., Ionitiu 1. (2021), Synergistic perceptions on the
regulations oriented towards the development of Romanian coastal tourism in the context
of Maritime Spatial Planning, In: R. Pamfilie, V. Dinu, L. Tachiciu, D. Plesea, C. Vasiliu
(eds.). 7th BASIQ International Conference on New Trends in Sustainable Business and
Consumption. Foggia, Italy, 3-5 June 2021. Bucharest: ASE, pp. 135-141. DOI:
10.24818/BASIQ/2021/07/017

[10] Stan M.I., Aivaz K.A., Tonitiu, 1. (2019), Projects to Reduce the Coastal Erosion of the
Romanian Black Sea Area, Ovidius University Annals of Constanta - Series Civil
Engineering, vol. 21(1), pp. 109-114. https://doi.org/10.2478/ouacsce-2019-0013

[11] European Union (2008), Directive 2008/56/EC of the European Parliament and of the
Council of 17 June 2008 establishing a framework for community action in the field of
marine environmental policy (Marine Strategy Framework Directive), Official Journal of
the European Union, L164, 19-40

[12] Green C. P., Fisher S. (2019), Coastal Zone Policy and Governance: An International
Perspective. Ocean and Coastal Law Journal, 24(2), 195-213

[13] Brooks N. J. (2021), Legal Frameworks for Coastal Zone Management: A
Comparative Study, Journal of Environmental Law, 33(2), 345-367

[14] *** Raport privind starea mediului marin §i costier in anul 2021 / Report on the state
of the marine and coastal environment in 2021, [Online], available at
http://www.anpm.ro/documents/18093/81141723/2021+Capitolul+11.3+Mediul+marin+si+c
ostier.pdf( f828ch21-853e-48d5-aa20-7adOde7269b5

[15] Anechitoae C. (2009), Drept maritim si portuar. Bibliografie selectiva / Maritime and
inland water law. Selective Bibliography. Vol. I. Trilingual edition. Bucharest: Ed.
Academiei Roméane

[16] Anechitoae C. (2005), Conventii internationale maritime — legislatie maritima |
International maritime conventions - maritime legislation. Bucharest: BREN

Note:
Florica Brasoveanu - Faculty of Law and Administrative Sciences, Ovidius University of Constanta, Bd.
Mamaia nr. 124, 900356-Constanta, Romania (e-mail: floriordache@yahoo.com)



https://doi.org/10.2478/ouacsce-2019-0013
mailto:floriordache@yahoo.com

